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The Network é a  Publication of 

University Presbyterian Church  

April 2016  

The life of faith is often described as a journey.  It isnôt  as much about reaching a destination as it 

is about walking with God, seeking God and Godôs way in our lives, and letting the journey itself 

shape us.  I think God hopes our journey of growing, questioning, seeking God  will bring its own 

rewards and joy. 

This April, a group of our youth will be embarking upon their own special  journeys of faith.  What 

has formerly been called a ñConfirmation Classò has been renamed ñThe Inquirersô Classò to 

emphasize the journey of exploration.  Three of our youth will be participating in this journey: 

Alexandra Casseri, Zachary Wadkins-Daub, and Russell Whitefield.   These three youth will meet 

with the youth from North Presbyterian Church in a joint program to explore the Christian faith.   A 

large portion of this program will involve a weekend retreat at the end of the month. 

On Sunday, April 10 we will commission our three UPC youth as they begin this special time of 

inquiry.  During our 11 a.m. service we will celebrate their decision to undertake the journey and 

offer our prayers for them in this process.  We hope they will discover it is a journey they will want 

to make a part of the rest of their lives.  Please hold these youth in your prayers! 

Their time in inquiry into the faith invites us to ponder our own journeys with God.  There are 

experts who claim that most Christiansô  spiritual growth stopped developing around the age of a 13 

year old.  Hmmm.  You canôt help but notice that this is about the age of most Confirmation 

students.  Think about what your life would look like if your development in other aspects of your 

life stopped at age 13: your physical or emotional maturity, your academic skills, your social skills, 

etc.  As we pray for the youth of our church who are embarking upon a journey of faith and inquiry, 

it may be an opportunity for us to ponder our own journeys with God and to how we might yet find 

new ways to make our walk with God a life-long commitment. 

Shalom, 

Tracy 
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Take Me Out to the Ball Game! On Sunday, July 10 we are planning 

an outing to see a Bison Baseball game as they play Leigh High Valley.  We 
could leave from  the University subway station immediately following church 

for the game at 1:05.  
 

The tickets are $10.00 for reserved seating. If you are interested in attending 
please contact Amy Erickson at 876 -6874. We will need 20 attendees for the 

group rate.  

 

 

 

 

The youth of the church will celebrate the end of the school year by having a pizza lunch and 

testing their miniature golf skills at Adventure Landing on Sheridan Drive . Immediately 

following the church service on Sunday, June 5th, we will go to Olisi's Pizza Restaurant  on 
Sheridan Dr in Tonawanda. After lunch we'll walk over to Adventure Landing and play 2 games of 
miniature golf.  

              Hope everyone can make it !                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 OUR OFFICERS  

   2016 ï 2018  

 

 

 

 

 

ELDERS 

Class of 2016  
 

Marietta Bratton*  
Dennis Erickson 

Janet Mazzaroppi*  
Alexander Robertson*  

 

Class of 2017  
 

Elaine Swaine 

James Smyton 

Jerilyn Hickey*  
Barbara Lyons*  

 

Class of 2018  
 

Brian Belus 
Ginna Coon*  

Bonnie Dahl*  

Shirley Herman 
 

* completing second  term  

 

DEACONS 

Class of 2016  
 

Janet Beamer 
Kathryn Hallborg*  

Vicki Moorhouse*  
Scott Horton*  

 

Class of 2017  
 

Sandy Boag 

David Bartley 

Linda Krempa+  
Eric Dass*  

 

Class of 2018  
 

Grace Agbemenu 
Joseph Beamer*  

Tom Somerville*  

Claudia Weiss 
 
+ filling anotherôs term 
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Worship Column ðAPRIL 2016 

 

 

 

April 3   2nd Sunday of Easter  

  9:00 am  Worship Service with Communion
 

 

10:00 am  Education hour for adults & youth  

11:00 am  Worship service with Communion  

12:00 pm   Coffee Hour ~ Holzwarth Room  

Lectionary:  Acts 5:27 -32;  Ps. 118:14 -29 or Ps. 150,  

Rev. 1:4 -8; John 20:19 -31 
 

 

April 10   3rd Sunday of Easter  

9:00 am  Worship Service  

9:30 am  Deaconôs Meeting
  

 

10:00 am  Education hour for adults & youth  

11:00 am  Worship service  

12:00 pm   Coffee Hour ~ Holzwarth Room  

Lectionary:  Acts 9:1 -6 (7-20); Ps 30: Rev. 5:11 -14 

John 21:1 -19 
 

April 17   4th Sunday of Easter  

9:00 am  Worship Service  

10:00 am  Education hour for adults & youth  

11:00 am  Worship service  

12:00 pm   Coffee Hour ~ Holzwarth Room  

Lectionary: Acts 9:36 -43;  Ps 23; Rev. 7:9 -17 

John 10:22 -30 

      

 

April 24             5th Sunday of Easter  

  9:00 am  Worship Service  

10:00 am  Education hour for adults & youth  

11:00 am  Worship service  

12:00 pm   Coffee Hour ~ Holzwarth Room  

Lectionary: Acts 11:1 -18; Ps. 148; Rev. 21:1 -6                                                                                                                

John: 13:31 -35 
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Network of Religious Communities  

36th Annual Appreciation Dinner  

Tuesday, May 3, 2016  at  6:00 P.M.  

Salvatore's Italian Gardens ~ 6461 Transit Road in  Depew 

The Ministry to Community Committee has selected Bonnie Dahl as our honoree for 

the Network of Religious Communities Appreciation Dinner. We invite you to join us 

in honoring Bonnie at this special event. Please complete this form and return it 

to the church office by Sunday April 10.  Please contact Marietta Bratton or Janet 

Mazzaroppi if you have any questions. 

Speaker:  Rev. Dr. Brian Arthur Brown, editor of Three Testaments: Torah, Gospel 

and Quran. This is a powerful book which brings together the texts of Judaism, 

Islam, and Christianity. 

        - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

NRC Appreciation Dinner Reservation  

  Please include your payment with this form. Please make checks payable to  

   University Presbyterian Church. Please add ñNRC dinnerò on the memo line. 

 

Name (s): _________________________________________________  

        _________________________________________________  

 

# of tickets ($40 per person): __________________________________  

 

Please indicate if you have dietary needs:  

# of vegetarian meals: ___________  

# of gluten free meals: ___________  
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Our 2016 Honoree for the  

Network of Religious Communities Appreciation Dinner 

 - Bonnie Dahl 

As we prepare to honor Bonnie Dahl at this year's Network of Religious Communities Appreciation Dinner on May 3rd, I 
had a chance to sit down with Bonnie to talk about her background and her faith. 

Bonnie was a 3rd grader when her family, having moved to Grandview Avenue in 
Tonawanda, brought her to church school at UPC. This was the beginning of a lifetime of 
service and a lifetime connection to University Presbyterian Church. 

As a young church member, Bonnie sang in the junior choir, the youth choir and then adult 
choir. She was an active member of the youth group. 

When the youth group took a trip to Washington, D.C., Bonnie joined them. They all went to 
church that Sunday at the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church in the nation's capital. 
Sitting at the end of a pew, Bonnie looked across the aisle and recognized the profile of 
President Dwight D Eisenhower, who was worshipping there with his family. President 
Eisenhower, it turns out, was a Presbyterian. 

It was as a 14 year old member of the youth choir that Bonnie first met her future husband, 
Roger Dahl.  Roger, a 21 year old musician, came to UPC as assistant organist under John 
Jennings. That was the beginning of their making beautiful music together. 

In May of 1963, Bonnie graduated with a nursing degree and operating room technologist 
certification from the Millard Fillmore/UB program.  The next month brought the June 
wedding of Bonnie and Roger Dahl at University Church. 

Today the Dahl family includes two daughters, four grandsons and a granddaughter. 

Bonnie's faith was formed early and deeply at UPC. As she explained, "I was steeped in my 
faith by the people at UPC - the Castles and Dewitz's, the Wixsons and Fitzpatricks, 
Dorothy Kennedy, ...."  And that faith led her to a life of service - to individuals, to the 
church, and to the local and broader community. 

Bonnie is an ordained deacon, elder and lay pastor in the Presbytery of WNY. She served 
as Church Education Director and Program Director for 10 years at North Presbyterian 
Church, North Tonawanda. She was Director of Education for 7 years at Orchard Park 
Presbyterian Church.  And she served as lay pastor for three local churches. Bonnie 
concluded her working days providing pastoral care on the staff of Amigone Funeral Home, 
leaving there in 2013. 

Bonnie is Past Moderator for the Presbytery of WNY and General Council.  She served on 
and chaired many committees of the Presbytery of WNY and the Synod of the Northeast.  
At UPC, Bonnie ministers to and helps to lead our congregation as a member of Session, 
Chair of the Personnel Committee and a member of Community and Nominating 
Committees.       

 

continued... 
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Bonnie has used her gifts to benefit the local community as a board member for Journey's 
End Refugee Services, and as a member and President of the junior board of the E J Meyer 
Memorial Hospital (ECMC).  For several years she served in the roles of Director, counselor 
and nurse at Camp Duffield. 

One of Bonnie's great joys has been using her gifts and skills to help on international 
medical missions. She travelled to Honduras and Nigeria for 25 years as part of a medical 
mission team. For 5 of those years she went as the medical director of the team. Adding to 
the joy of this life-changing experience was having 12 people from the Presbytery of WNY 
join her as part of these teams. 

We are grateful for this chance to thank Bonnie for sharing her life of faith and on-going 
service with University Presbyterian Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Duffield News: Save these Dates!  

 

~Sat., May 7th - Work Day at Camp Duffield.  Come help us open the camp for the summer 
camps. Lots of work to do!  
 
~Sat., May 21st - Discover Duffield (2:00-10:00). Everyone is invited to Camp Duffield's Kick Start 
Open House! Participate in fun afternoon activities, and enjoy free dinner and live music provided 
by Immanuel Band. 
 
~Summer Sessions:  We are now taking registrations for our summer sessions. Get registrations 
in early for early bird discount. Apply for scholarships early (based on financial need. Some 
scholarships are available for camper whose parent volunteers their time as staff. 
     ~Challenge Camp (July 3-9): For developmentally disabled adults 
     ~Science/Music Camp: ( July 9-16) For children grades 1-8 
     ~Chipmunks: (July 9-13) For first timers grades 1-2. Parent stay is required. 
     ~Night Owls: (July 17-23): For teens grades 8-12. 
     ~Family Camp (Aug 7-13): For single parent and blended families 
We are still looking for campers, counselors, nurses, and program staff.  
 
Wish List:  
     ~work gloves, hand held power tools, dryer, washing machine, dorm size refrigerator, 
microwave, room fans, towels, volleyball, soccer ball, dutch ovens, campfire utensils, bingo 
prizes, colored duct tape, used store gift cards, 1 in. wooden dowels, cigar boxes, 20 foot extension 
ladder...  
 
Questions? please call Pat Cookfair-Casseri at 440-9833  
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UPC Board of Deacons  

Flapjack Fiesta  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pancake Breakfast  

Sunday, May 1, 2016  9:00 AM - 10:45 AM  Auditorium  

$5.00 per person  

Menu: Pancakes, Sausage, Fruit, Beverages (coffee, juice)  

Proceeds will benefit the Board of Deaconsô General Fund. 

Please join us for a morning breakfast filled with flapjacks and fellowship.  

 

 

 

 

 

Donations will be greatly appreciated: butter, syrup, juice (apple, or grape), 

sausage (brown and serve links), fruit (melon, apples, and berries). Please see 

a Deacon member with any questions. A sign -up sheet will be located in the 

Holzwarth Room during the month of April.  

                       Hope to see everyone there!  
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University Presbyterian Food Panty  

Needs Your HELP!  

 

 

 

 

 

Are you looking for ways to stay active and help out? Are you a student who 

needs  volunteer hours?  Would you like to meet new people and help  our 

community?   
 

Volunteer at the University Presbyterian Church  

Food Pantry  
 

Stop by on a Tuesday or Thursday between 12 pm and 4 pm 

and meet the current volunteers and maybe some of the 

clients. See what itôs all about. Think about helping out.  

 

The 4 ½ hour shifts once a month will be interesting and worthwhile.  Should  

you want to help more (yes!!!) you are most welcome. PLUS, you will feel good  

about the time you spend with us, helping our neighbors.  Have a friend or two 

you would like to bring with you, that would be wonderful.  

 

We are in need of 3 -4 new individuals; (more would be great) to help us with 

distributing food to our clients. You might guide a client through our "store" to 

help them choose their groceries. You might help to stock shelves. You could 

learn to work the check in desk.  

Call the Church Office 836 -7660 for additional information.               

Many Thanks for your help!   

 

 

Our Statistics for February 2016  

Infants          1   

Children        40   

Adults      121   

Seniors        41            

Total       203          

Households:   122    

Equivalent meals:  1827   
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 Birthday Greetings  

 f or April 2016  

 2 Mikaela Maddock  

 3 Marlene Kilga  

 4 Lee Ann Grace  

 5 Hazel Moodie  

15  Desmond Chia  

18  Priscilla Kim  

18  Jean Decker (recently moved)   

18  Michael Townsend  

21       John Novak  

23  Gladys Gifford  

24  Meg Cheman  

26  Olivia Smith  

28   Jerilyn Hickey  

 

Our Youth  

13    John Lopinski, Jr.  

22    Henna Shirazi  

26    Olivia Smith   

 

 

Join Rev. Stuart Buisch for his Bible Study Classes.  

Held on Wednesday evening beginning at 5:00 pm in  

the Holzwarth Room. A light meal is offered at each class.  

April dates are: the 6th and 20th.  

Additional classes will be on  

May 4th, June 8th, July 31st and August 31st.  

Everyone is most welcome to attend!  
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The Network Calendar  

APRIL 2016 
 

Friday, 4/1       5:30 pm   Taizé Service  

Saturday, 4/2       10:00 am  Breakfast meeting at Family Tree Restaurant  

      Contact Kathy Hallborg for information  

 

Sunday, 4/3      2nd Sunday of Easter  

       9:00 am  Worship Service with Communion  

      10:00 am  Christian Education Hour for Adults  

                 11:00 am  Worship Service with Communion  

      12:00 pm   Coffee Hour  

             5:00ð7:00 pm  Inquirersô Class @ North Presbyterian Church 

 

Tuesday, 4/5    12:00 ð4:00 pm  Food Pantry  

Wednesday, 4/6      5:00 pm   Bible Study with Rev. Stuart Buisch. Held in the Holzwarth 

      Room on the Middle Level of the Church. A light meal is 

      offered. Everyone is very welcome.  

Thursday, 4/7          12:00 ð4:00 pm  Food Pantry  

      7:30 pm   Choir Practice  

   Note: Office is closed ðDenise has a personal day  

 

Saturday, 4/9          9:00 amð1:00 pm  Girl Scout Food Drop Off for Food Pantry  

 

Sunday, 4/10      3rd Sunday of Easter  

       9:00 am  Worship Service  

       9:30 am  Deaconôs Meeting 

      10:00 am  Christian Education Hour for Adults  

                 11:00 am  Worship Service  

      12:00 pm   Coffee Hour  

 

Monday, 4/11      12:00 pm   Presbyterian Womenôs Luncheonðbring a brown bag  

      lunch. Please contact Ginna Coon for information.  

   

Tuesday, 4/12  12:00 ð4:00 pm  Food Pantry  

 

 Thursday, 4/14   12:00 ð4:00 pm  Food Pantry  

     7:30 pm   Choir Practice  

 

  Sunday, 4/17     4th Sunday of Easter   

      9:00 am  Worship Service  

        10:00 am  Educational Hour for adults & youth  

         11:00 am  Worship Service  

        12:00 pm   Coffee Hour  

   5:00ð7:00 pm  Inquirersô Class @ University Presbyterian Church 
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 The Network Calendar  

April  2016 ~ continued  
 

Wednesday, 4/20     5:00 pm   Bible Study with Rev. Stuart Buisch. Held in the Holzwarth 

      Room on the Middle Level of the Church. A light meal is 

      offered. Everyone is very welcome  

      7:00 pm   SESSION Meeting  

 

Thursday, 4/21       12:00 pm ð4:00 pm  Food Pantry  

      7:30 pm   Choir Practice  

 

Saturday, 4/23  10:00ð11:30 am Training meeting for Elders, Deacons & Ushers ïHolzwarth 

                      Room  
 

Sunday, 4/24      5th Sunday of Easter  

        9:00 am  Worship Service  

        10:00 am  Educational Hour  

         11:00 am  Worship Service  

        12:00 pm   Coffee Hour  

Tuesday, 4/26   12ð4 pm   Food Pantry  

 

Thursday, 4/28           12 ð4 pm   Food Pantry  

     7:30 pm   Choir Practice  

 

Saturday, 4/30    10:00 am   Menôs Social Group meeting at Family Tree Restaurant

       Contact Dennis Erickson for more information.  

          Deaconôs set up for pancake breakfast on May 1st.   
 

Beginning of May  

Sunday, 5/1      6th Sunday of Easter  

               8:00 am  Deaconôs Pancake Breakfastðtickets ($5.00) available at  

                 the door; no presale  

      9:00 am  Worship Service with Communion      

         11:00 am  Worship Service with Communion  

        12:00 pm   Coffee Hour  

 

Tuesday, 5/3         6:00 amð9:00 pm  Buffalo School Board Election ïvoting at UPC1  

   12ð4 pm  Food Pantry  

     6:00 pm   Network of Religious Communities Appreciation Dinner  

 

Wednesday, 5/4    5:00 pm   Bible Study with Rev. Stu Buisch ðHolzwarth Room  

Thursday, 5/5     12ð4 pm  Food Pantry  

      7:30 pm   Choir Practice  

 

Friday, 5/6       5:30 pm   Taizé Service  

Saturday, 5/7       Morning time  Possible UPC Clean up dayé more info to follow 
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Too many of us lead hectic lives. 

Our communities are filled with violence and suffering. 

Our personal pain and struggles can overwhelm us.  

How do we respond?  How can we cope?   

University Presbyterian Church welcomes Christians from all traditions to 

unite in a special contemplative worship experience as we seek spiritual strength for 

the living of our days.  Based on the style of worship practiced in the Taizé Christian 

community in France, these services offered on the First Friday of each month 

provide an oasis at the end of the week for all who are weary, troubled, or rushed.  

Special music from guest musicians, meditative songs, prayers, candles, and 

scripture readings allow each of us to find a quiet place of prayer and spiritual 

centering. 

We invite you to join us on Friday, May 6,  2016 from 5:30 to 6:00 PM.  

University Presbyterian Church is located at 3330 Main St., Buffalo (across the street 

from UB South Campus) with parking available in the church lot off Niagara Falls 

Boulevard.  The church is also conveniently accessible using public transportation by 

taking bus or train to the University Metro station.  Questions can be directed to the 

church office at 836-7660.  

A Taizé Service of Prayer, Music, and Meditation  

 www.upcbuffalo.org  


